
English III
Mrs. Erin Frith erinfrith@qacps.org

Spring 2023

Course Description:
English III  integrates the processes of reading, writing, speaking and listening with the study of American
Literature. Students  use critical thinking skills and strategies for the close reading and analysis of texts from
American Literature. Students have opportunities to write analytical and argumentative essays as well as
conduct research.

Grade Breakdown:
Progress Assessments: 40%
Mastery Assessments: 45%
Final Exam: 15%

Course Overview
The time frame needed for each unit varies depending on the length of texts, nature of mastery assessments, and
class needs.  Each unit is scheduled to take 4-6 weeks to complete.
Unit 2 -  The Individual and Society
Unit 3 - Power, Protest, and Change
Unit 5 - Facing Our Fears
Unit 6 - Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Tales

Possible Course Texts
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
The Crucible by Arthur Miller
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safron Foer
Fences by August Wilson

To encourage reading and to increase reading stamina, this semester students will have a choice when selecting
many of their extended texts. With teacher and parent/caregiver approval, students will choose from the
classroom library, the school or public library, and/or from a list of books suggested in the curriculum. Students
and parents/caregivers should discuss book options and make choices together because the books may include
sensitive topics. Class activities and discussions are likely to include questions and comments related to the
books’ topics; these will be carefully guided by the teacher. Please contact me with any questions or concerns,
and to let me know if you would like to be contacted when your student is selecting books.

mailto:erinfrith@qacps.org
https://www.qacps.org/cms/lib/MD01001006/Centricity/Domain/42/QACPS%20High%20School%20English%20Recommended%20Extended%20Works%20727.pdf


Academic Dishonesty
It is the expectation that all work submitted is a student’s original work.  Any assignment that is found to be
plagiarized, partly or fully, or otherwise copied, will receive a score of 0% without the opportunity to improve
the grade.  Parent/guardian contact will be made, and additional consequences may be issued if deemed
necessary. Please be sure to review the student handbook (pg 9) for more information.

Grading and Late Work Policies
● A student shall be allowed a  number of days equivalent to the number of days absent to make up work.

(Absences longer than 3 consecutive days will be discussed on a case by case basis with input from
guidance.)

● Late progress assessments will not be accepted unless: an absence is excused, prior arrangements are
made with the instructor(s) and/or administration, the student has extenuating circumstances.

● Work that is missing will be marked as missing and given a grade of zero, even if there is still time to
turn in the assignment.  Zeros will be removed as work is received.

Class Expectations
● Attendance and tardiness - Arrive on time, physically and mentally prepared.  Arriving on time means

being in your seat, prepared to work when the bell rings.
● Participation - Requires both speaking and listening.  You are not required to agree with me or your

peers.  You are required to use respectful language and behavior.
● Honesty - Practice academic integrity.  Avoid making excuses to make up for your mistakes.  Ask for

help when you need it.  Support your classmates in making good decisions.

Extra Help
I want you to be successful in this class!  Please ask for help in person, or via email, whenever you need it.  I am
available most days after school until 2:50.  Please schedule after school time in advance.

Receipt of Syllabus Please sign and return.  A copy of the syllabus will be posted digitally in Schoology for
your reference.

Student ____________________________________________________

Class period ______

Caregiver __________________________________________________


